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A hyper-response...
to the hyper-threat of climate and
environmental change....

Why aren’t we responding
to an extreme threat?

Who can help?

Fenner School Environment and Society
Australian National University (ANU), Canberra

Elizabeth G. Boulton
elizabeth.boulton@anu.edu.au a @lizb_2010

Australian ustralian

chonel, Faulty software...

OPERATING SYSTEM

How do humans re-wire?

Sensory input:
« Sound &
- Sight
* Touch @ — db
o G ) P Strong concept, feels truthful
Philosophy: ‘how’ we live &
‘how’ we think
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Post-Human Philosophy

Hype’robjects

Philosophy ond Ecology
ofter the

End of the World

Timothy Morton
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Hyperobject
“In” the problem..

Can never get out of it..
Cannot put it over
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A threat we can’t
sense or feel...

Who can help?

Australian
lational

ol Hyperobject

Climate change
becomes a
‘thing’...

a strange type
of monster....
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Hyperobject

We can’t see ‘it’....
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What type of threat is Why so limited response?
climate change?

Brain scientists...
What'’s going on?

No neuron
- framework
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No neuron N ’ L No neuron
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framework A s, - Y framework
’ ™ : \ 2
‘Sensory’ b -
systems not

activated

‘Sensorv’ systems

Social identity
& sub-conscious
beliefs...

S0... | can help...

It’s a threat people can’t
feel, sense...

-
Eco-philosopher %=

Timothy Morton

or understand...

s

We're dealing with j T . ;w&’;;
a Hyperobject... Hyp‘g} obje ct’ _
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Hyperobject:
4 _‘75 Qharacteri‘stvics

Non- Local|ty
Temporal Undulation
Phasing
Interobjectivity

i
Temporal undulation

Planetary—not human—time frames

Non-locality

Dlsrupted cause a
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Viscosity

Like fog, it is everywhere

Phasing

Humans can’t tell which phase state they are in

Interobjectivity

Operates through other objects.

We see impacts, never see ‘it’
"' F % fﬂ'
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Humans understand &

their existence....

T

o exit rapped |

Loss of known Disoriented
reference points Lost

Not in control Powerless
in a fundamentally new way... : :

xxx Hyperobject
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4w Eco-philosophy
.

The Hyper

warlike destructive capacities,

The Murray-Darling Basin is of tremendous
valve to all Australians, both today and for the future.
Select an area of the map to find out why. o

Odrylnnd A
Oimgavion k
QUEDNSLAND.

@ riverine o (L.
@eecple s
4 h—

that it is hard to see the enormity of

= W the destruction...
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P v‘/ It is powered by 3 enablers:
£ A g

LN

v
4 me AU
! \\\& (2.) its ability to evade
\Q"\\ Ny 41| existing human

“‘ \ Ny
threat-response

(3). and, human hesitancy. The slower humans are to act,
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How do we respond
to an overwhelming
threat?

Vi . .
1 the stronger it becomes... -

I’ e

Australian

e Dangerous threat experts...

SUN TZU _
THE : Threat

analysis

‘ , mp Strategy

l =) How to deal
with danger,
Carl von Clausewitz threats, fear &

Military Philosopher

War Theorist C h aos

52

Threat analysis

Examble.;.

L Invisibilty HYPER-SOLUTION:
2. Ability to evade
existing threat A 0 g
management systems Make the threat visible
3. Human hesitancy and knowgble

Think BIGGER — at a HYPER-SCALE ‘
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60,000 ARTIST R

e POWER
STORYTELLING

THE CONVERSATION

uture Busioass < Economy Cmes Ecucation Envecoment - Enargy FOMtCheck Hesen - Mascme Poliics ¢ Socety  Sciesce « Tethnuogy

It’s time for a new age of Enlightenment: why
climate change needs 60,000 artists to tell its story
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o Talk in groups

Personal story

ANU Climate Café

About
Discussion
chats
Members
Events
Protos

Fies
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DLnhdnSUVs
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[ Tribal symbols & rituals wes  Korean Gangnam style dancing
"le.iﬁ‘,’/ 3 )24 iy . - = 5 [

. i
;W \ ;l;;s Walk for wildlife fills London with b1
ol

o ’ Thousands march on Whitehall to call
SAVE THE - for end to 'war on wildlife'

R ‘ J Protesters including Billy Bragg and Chris Packham take to central
Mot London to demand pro-wildlife policies
A , Y ¥ = y H o~

More information will follow soon.
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“dDONT LET THE BUDGET
FOR FARMING

> LEEK

o AWAY (/)
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Conclusion

Questions,
discussion...
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